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Oral History Project to Include More than 60 Interviews

UPCOMING EVENTS
Spring, 2014

•

Continue Community Outreach.

•

Evaluate and acquire vacant lots.

•

Finalize noise and
visual barrier
plans.

•

Finalize park designs.

“My parents … took me to the colored library on Madison. There was a
colored library and a white library. And
[at the colored library] we had old
books from the white library. But what
I discovered is again, we took care of
each other. So if you were a little smart
girl who read all the books in the children’s section…these librarians used to
find me books all the time. I say all the
time. I always imagine that the black
librarians were stealing books from
white folks' houses at night, you know. Where
were they getting these books?”
“They[the books] would keep coming if you
keep reading. But I remember going to the library to get my library card. That was a big deal.
The whole family went. And the librarians made
such a big deal. ‘Oh my goodness, the last
McElroy baby to come in and get her library
card.’ I remember the librarians saying, ‘Go in the
back and get that special library card.’ Oh my
goodness. I'm the baby. But they said, ‘Don't tell
anybody, OK? Everybody doesn't get this.’ So I
really was special. I was almost a teenager before
I knew that I did not have that special library
card that they went in the back to get for me. The
ways that people make children especially feel
special is what I remember [about growing up in
Pleasant Hill].” – Tina McElroy Ansa, 2014
Project Team Contact:
Clinton Ford, GDOT Project Manager
Phone: 678-343-0929

Tina McElroy Ansa built her childhood foundation in reading at the Madison Avenue Library
and later became a journalist, playwright, and
author of the award-winning novel, Baby of the
Family. Like many others who have contributed
to the arts and literature, science and politics of
our nation, Tina McElroy Ansa hails from Pleasant Hill.
As part of the Pleasant Hill Mitigation Project,
the Georgia Department of Transportation is
committed to recording the rich history of this
community. Excerpts from the interview with
Ms. Ansa are part of an exceptional compilation
of oral histories that will be available to current
and future generations at the Pleasant Hill Cultural Resource Center.
GDOT consultants Mary Beth Reed and her
team members have been conducting the oral
interviews, including four group interviews at
the Community Church of God, Greater Allen African Methodist Episcopal Church, New Hope
Baptist Church, and St. Peter Claver Church and
School.
New South has interviewed more than 60 people including 21 Pleasant Hill natives. All interviews will be transcribed, and information
gleaned will be used in an oral history booklet
that provides highlights that celebrate growing
up in Pleasant Hill. The oral history files, photos,
and the transcripts will be archived so that future researchers can learn about the rich history
of the Pleasant Hill Community.
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Noise and Visual Barrier Designs
Tell the Story of Pleasant Hill

Mitigation

Pleasant Hill Community Champions and residents have decided upon a design for noise
and visual barriers that is a creative representation of the Pleasant Hill Community.
The unique aesthetics for the noise and visual barriers are the result of the community,
the Georgia Department of Transportation and its consultant, Moreland Altobelli, all working closely together on a plan that is a clear reflection of the community’s wishes. As a result, the walls will literally tell stories about Pleasant Hill.
The barriers will feature historical themes that reflect the significant people and places of
Pleasant Hill. The story begins with “The Village,” a visual tribute to all the people whose
contributions have made Pleasant Hill significant. “The Village” depicts a community setting with children playing.
Seven additional themes etched along the noise and visual barriers tell stories of education, schools, churches, medicine, government, literature and music of the community.
Plaques or interpretive panels will accompany each theme, reminding visitors of the great
institutions that have anchored the community for decades and individuals such as John
Oliver Killens, Dr. L.H. Williams, Hamp Swain, and Richard Penniman who have made
Pleasant Hill great.
The community and its champions selected this approach over the course of five meetings hosted by GDOT. A well-attended community meeting in April 2014 showed widespread support for this community effort. Pleasant Hill will not only have attractive visual
and noise barriers, but walls that depict the community’s rich and varied history.

Highlight

Community’s Visionary Ideas Transform into a
Master Plan for Park
Like so much of the Pleasant Hill Mitigation Project, the design of the
Jefferson Long Memorial Park reflects the work of community champions and residents who had a vision for a community gathering place.
With the help of GDOT consultant, URS, the community’s ideas were
assembled into a seamless plan designed to add to the overall character
and integrity of this historic community.
Work sessions that included considerable community input began
more than a year ago in May 2013, and culminated in a master plan submitted to GDOT in March 2014. Construction documents are currently
under way to implement the community’s ambitious vision for the Jefferson Long Memorial Park.
The final design features a passive, peaceful green space with open
lawn areas; a pedestrian promenade; new sidewalks and benches; a founder’s garden with memory walk, trellis structure, and pavilion; and terraced seating areas. The park’s design is intended to complement the existing community garden which will also be upgraded.
An informational kiosk will be located within the park with historical
information about Congressman Jefferson Long, who was the first African American elected to represent Georgia in the U.S. Congress. The
park will also feature historical information related to the rich heritage of Pleasant Hill for the general
public and visitors.

