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Looking Toward Construction
UPCOMING EVENTS
Summer 2013

•

Community Noise
and Visual Barrier
Meetings

•

Continue Community Outreach
Efforts

•

Collect Oral Histories

•

Conclude Right-of
-Way Acquisition

•

Evaluate Stability
of Houses and
Structures for
Relocation

•

Selection of CM/
GC Candidates

The I-16/I-75 Interchange Improvement Project will be constructed in a
number of phases. Phase I includes improvements to a segment of I-16 from the
Ocmulgee River to the Coliseum Drive/
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard interchange. Phase IB relates to the mitigation taking place in the Pleasant Hill
Community.
GDOT staff and consultants are continuing with preparations for the construction of these phases. Construction
designs for Phase 1 are underway and are
projected to be complete this summer.
Once the roadway plans are finished, the
environmental permits needed for construction will be obtained and utility conflicts will be resolved. In addition, while
much of the property needed for construction has already been acquired,
GDOT’s Right-of-Way Department expects to have the remaining property for
Phase 1 acquired by fall 2013.

Implementation of the Pleasant Hill mitigation continues as well. All of the historic structures within the mitigation plan are scheduled
to be acquired by the end of the year. Environmental survey work is underway now that a
Vacant Lot Plan has indentified the potential
locations where the historic structures will be
moved. In addition, the Georgia State Finance
and Investment Commission is in the process
of selecting one or more contractors to assist in
moving and rehabilitating the historic structures. The actual moving of the historic structures to their new locations is scheduled to begin by the end of this year.

Rendering of I-16 / I-75 Interchange
Project Team Contact:
Clinton Ford, GDOT Project Manager
Phone: 678-343-0929

Keeping in Touch
Your involvement is an important element of

Mailing Address:
I-16/I-75 Improvement Project
P.O. Box 13011

the mitigation implementation. To learn more
about this project or to be
added to the mailing list

Project Hotline: 1-800-470-2344

for the newsletter, con-

Email: comments@i16i75.com

tact the Project Team.

We are on the
web !
www.i16i75.com
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Noise & Visual Barrier Outreach
Kick Off
July marks the start of GDOT's public outreach efforts for noise and visual barrier
design selection. GDOT and its consultants will meet with each community that is adjacent to a proposed barrier and present several design options that represent the culture
and/or heritage of the community. The first meeting was held with the Pleasant Hill
Community at the Booker T. Washington Community Center on July 25, 2013. Meetings
are planned for the Shirley Hill Community, Winship Hill Community, North Highlands
Community, Riverside Garden Apartment Complex, Linwood Cemetery, and Riverside
Cemetery.
At the end of each meeting, attendees will be asked to complete comment cards to
select their preference or provide suggestions for an alternative design. After input has
been received and a consensus reached for each affected community, detailed renderings
of the selected themes will be prepared and presented. In addition, City and County officials will be asked to provide input on the themes for the interstate side of the barriers.
Be on the lookout for flyers and signs indicating the time and place for each community’s noise and visual barrier outreach meetings. All residents are encouraged to attend
and provide input.

Mitigation
Highlight

Pleasant Hill Neighborhood
Garden
Becomes a Part of
Jefferson Long Park

Pleasant Hill Mitigation
Highlight Parks
As part of the mitigation effort, two new parks are planned for the Pleasant Hill
Community. A linear park will be located on the east side of I-75. The park will include a 10-foot wide multi-use trail with landscaping that will connect to the redesigned
David Lucas pedestrian bridge to the west side of I-75. Signage and kiosks that highlight the community’s history will be included in the streetscape. In addition, old concrete steps, a retaining wall, stone curbs, and other existing features will be incorporated to reflect the original pattern of Middle Street before the construction of I-75.
The second park will be constructed on the west side of I-75 between Pursley and
Craft Streets at First Avenue. Jefferson Long Park, named after well known Pleasant
Hill resident Jefferson Long, the first African American from Georgia to be elected to
the United States House of Representatives, includes the current Pleasant Hill Community Garden. This park will include landscaping, benches, and a water fountain, and
will be the new location of the Little Richard house that was recently acquired by
GDOT to serve as a community resource center. Park design is currently underway,
and several community work sessions have been held to obtain input on the design.

Richard Penniman House

