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Winter 2014
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Obtain approvals
needed for relocation of historic
structures.
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Evaluate and acquire vacant lots.
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Finalize noise and
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Noise and Visual Barrier Plans Near Completion
The aesthetic plans for noise and visual barriers
in the Pleasant Hill community are nearing completion. Late last year, the Georgia Department of
Transportation sought community ideas for the
aesthetics on the community side of the noise/
visual barriers. Initial discussions revolved around
a texture or motif that could be applied to the
walls; however, a community consensus emerged
around the idea of barriers with a smooth concrete
finish, featuring a theme at selected intervals with
a plaque commemorating historical personalities
and events in Pleasant Hill’s history.
At a January 23, 2014 meeting with community
representatives, GDOT consultant Moreland Altobelli unveiled a preliminary aesthetic plan for the
noise/visual barriers that features eight themes:
The Village, Medicine, Government, Music, Literary, Churches, Schools and Education. Five
themes ; The Village, Medicine, Government, Music, and Literary; are proposed for the eastern noise
and visual barrier. The three remaining themes;

Education, Schools, and Churches; will be featured
on the west side. Moreland’s proposal depicts a
community scene of children playing at The Village
theme, along with a plaque that serves as a tribute to
all those who have made lasting contributions to
Pleasant Hill. The remaining seven themes commemorate the legacy of Pleasant Hill.
Community members have submitted a list of
names to be featured on plaques in the various categories. Some of the names submitted are Richard
Penniman (Music); U.S. Representative Jefferson
Long (Government); Tina McElroy Ansa (Literary);
and L.H. Williams (Education). The “Churches”
theme will list 15 churches and six denominations,
while “Hospitals” and “Schools” will feature several historically significant institutions. Park kiosks
will provide even more historical information about
the community.
Pleasant Hill residents will be given an opportunity to provide input on the plan at a future community meeting.

visual barrier
plans.

•

Finalize park designs.

Project Team Contact:
Clinton Ford, GDOT Project Manager
Phone: 678-343-0929

Keeping in Touch
Your involvement is an important element
of the mitigation implementation. To learn

Mailing Address:
I-16/I-75 Improvement Project
P.O. Box 13011
Macon, GA 31208-3011
Project Hotline: 1-800-470-2344
Email: comments@i16i75.com

more about this project or to be added to
the mailing list for the newsletter, you should contact the
Project Team.

We are on the
web !
www.i16i75.com
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Historic Structure Relocation Update
A major part of the mitigation plan for Pleasant Hill is to preserve and restore 26 of the community’s historic structures. As early as this summer, Pleasant Hill residents could see some of
those structures moving to new locations in their community.
Lord Aeck and Sargent (LAS), a consultant for the Georgia Department of Transportation,
has measured all 26 structures to be moved. The firm has created drawings of the structures’
floor plans and existing conditions, and has identified parts of structures, for example, chimneys
and brick facades, that must be removed and reattached to ensure their survival during a move.
All the information LAS has compiled must be submitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) for approval.
The moving process can then begin once the structures to be moved are matched to suitable
vacant lots and those vacant lots are acquired by GDOT. Prior to acquisition, the vacant lots must
undergo environmental testing, archeological surveys, historical surveys, and air/noise and ecological surveys. Also, the vacant lots must be acquired voluntarily; that is, the owners must be
willing to sell.

Mitigation

Once the pairing of structures and available vacant lots takes place and all environmental surveys and approvals are completed, moving the houses may begin. To minimize utility disruptions, GDOT contractors Allstate Construction and Harmon Construction have identified Middle
Street as a potential viable route for moving the structures. GDOT will host community meetings
to keep residents informed of every phase of the relocation process before the moving begins.

Highlight

Mitigation Highlight-Community Resource Center
With the acquisition of the Richard Penniman House by the Georgia Department of Transportation, the Pleasant Hill community will have a wish fulfilled, the childhood home of music icon
Little Richard will serve as the Cultural Resource Center for the Pleasant Hill community.
Announcement of the Penniman House acquisition came as the music great was accepting an
honorary Doctorate of Humanities degree last year from Mercer University. A celebration was
held in his honor at L.H. Williams Elementary School, where children sang and community leaders praised the acquisition as a benefit to the community.
The house, currently on the corner of 5th Avenue
and Middle Street, is proposed to be relocated to
Craft Avenue, which is adjacent to the community
garden and new park that will serve as a gathering
place once mitigation efforts are complete. The
Cultural Resource Center will be home to historical
artifacts, memorabilia and the history of the community. The structure itself, along with its contents,
will be historically significant, attracting visitors,
tourists, and music buffs from far and wide.
After receiving his honorary degree, Penniman
told a reporter, “They’re getting ready now to make
[the house] for everybody, for the young people.”

